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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily grasp situation of a health care old person and retrieval of a 
position of the old person by a care-taker by allowing a retrieval person to make a phone call to an ; 
old person equipment having a GPS and a PHS; allowing the old person terminal equipment to : ; ; 
detect position information by the GPS, sending the inforrii tb 
send the position to the retrieval party. 

SOLUTION: An old: person terminal equipment (GPS and PHS) carried by a old person 1 requiring::: 
health care active outdoor receives a radio wave from a satellite 4 and position information of the old 
person and is sent to the PHS. Furthermore, a living body measurement device 31 sends pulsation 
and body temperature of iithenold: person to the PHS and the old person position information and 
information of the device 31 are sent via the PHS to a; retrieval party safety confirmation portable ; : 
terminal equipment 6. The equipments carried by a care taker 2 receives each information from the; ; 
terminal equipment 3 via radio base stations 5, 5- of the PHS, the; signal is processed and the current 
positionand the; situation of the old person are displayed on a screen; Thusi the safety is confirmed 
by the care taker and the moving state are easily grasped and the management is facilitated.: ; 
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REPLY (ARGUMENT) 



5 . Content of answer 

(1) Regarding the opinion of the International Preliminary 
Examination, we would like to give an answer as follows: 
Regarding the comments and responses, 

a. The invention disclosed in claims 1, 2, 4-6, 9, and 15 
of the present application has no inventive step when in 
view of Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei-9-247730 (document 
1) and Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei-10-281801 (document 
. 2 >- 

b . The invention disclosed in claim 3 of the present 
application has no inventive step in view of Japanese Patent 
Laid-open No. Hei-7-6298 (document 3). 

c . The invention disclosed in claims 7 and 8 of the 
present application has no inventive step in view of the 
articles in the magazine of The Institute Of Electronics, 
Information And Communication, Pedestrian Tracking System 
Using Digital Mobile Phone, Kazuhiro Koshi and others, 1998. 
09 25, No. J8I-V0I. A, No. 9, p. 1280-1288 (document 4). 

d . The invention disclosed in claims 10, 12, and 14 of the 
present application could have been made easily by combining 
Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei-3-100895 (document 5) and 
the aforementioned documents 1 and 2, and has no inventive 
step. 

e. The invention disclosed in claims 11, 13, and 14 of the 
present application could have been made easily by 
combining Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei-8-251660 
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(document 6) and Japanese Patent Laid-open No, Hei-9-215057 
(document 7) and the aforementioned documents 1 and 2, and 
has no inventive step. 

f. The invention disclosed in claims 17, 18, and 20 of the 
5 present application could have been made easily by 

combining Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei-9-113599 
(document 8) and the aforementioned documents 1 and 2, 
and has no inventive step. 

g . Claims 16 and 19 of the present application have 
10 inventive step. 

h. Claims 1-20 of the present application have novelty and 
industrial applicability . 

The above items are certified. 

15 (2) Firstly, the difference between each document and the 
present application will be summarized. The search 
supporting system of the present application is to be used 
by trained professional staff. High precision searching is 
possible using GPS together with base stations for mobile 

20 phones. Also, various information is supplied to staff so 
that there are no problems in searching even if staff and 
persons being sought are unacquainted etc. With regard to 
many features, it has gathered attention as an innovative 
business, and achieved constant commercial success. For 

25 these reasons, points are also being evaluated to safely 
guard against theft of the device itself with which private 
information can be inspected. 

On the other hand, in each document, there are no 

2 



elements to suggest the search supporting system of this 
application, because these documents lack the viewpoint of 
providing such business. Therefore, the invention disclosed 
in each claim of the present application is not obvious 
5 from these documents, and we are certain that an inventive 
step can be accepted for each claim . 
(3) Next, specific differences between each document and the 

present application will be considered. 
A. Document 1 and document 2. 

10 First of all, document 1 and document 2 separately disclose 
display of respective search managers and a sought person 
on a map (document 1), and display of distance and 
direction as a relative positional relationship (document 
2). However, the objective of document 2, for example, is 

15 to simplify the structure by not displaying map information 
(see paragraph 0008), and there is no motivation to combine 
document 1 and document 2 . 

Accordingly, it can not be said that it is clear from 
either of these documents to combine display of both a 

20 search manager and a sought person on a map with detection 
of an orientation direction of a device and display of 
orientation direction information on the map, as disclosed 
in claim 5 of this application, and so it can not mean that 
there is no inventive step. 

25 Further, although there is display of orientation of the 
sought person in document 2, there is no mention or 
suggestion of the display of arrows from the search manager 
to the sought person in claim 9 of this application. 
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Accordingly, it can not be said that the disclosure of 
claim 9 lacks inventive step. 

B. Document 4 

5 Document 4 relates to a system for tracking pedestrians, in 
which tracking is carried out using dead reckoning as a 
configuration specifically designed for pedestrians (refer, 
for example, to from line 5 to line 7 in the left column of 
page 1287), a current position is examined using map 

10 matching or the like based on position registration at a 
strategic spot. Fig. 9 and Fig. 10 only show projection of 
test results on a map, and this projection is not for 
provision to a search manager. Also, the disclosure of 
document 4, for example from line 4 of the left column of 

15 page 1287 onwards, is intended to simplify the structure by 
not adopting PHS or GPS, and consideration has been given 
to using acceleration waveforms in trying to provide a 
structure for improving precision, and so there is no 
motivation to complicate the structure by combining the 

20 technology of any of the other documents. 

Accordingly, management of a sought person position 
information history and display of a movement locus of the 
sought person using the managed history, as disclosed in 
claim 7 of this application, is not evident from document 4, 

25 and there is definitely inventive step from the disclosure 
of each of the documents. 

C. Claim 8 of this application 

No matter what reference is referred to, there is no 
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display of the current position of the sought person as an 
area image relating to information related to position 
information error of the transmission terminal, as 
disclosed in claim 8 of this application, nor any 
5 suggestion of this type of technique. 

Accordingly, it can not possibly be determined that 
the disclosure of claim 8 of this application lacks novelty. 

D. Document 5 

10 In document 5 there is disclosed a technique for 

stopping operation in the event that an IC card is not 
inserted by a set monitoring time. 

On the other hand, in the disclosure of document 1 and 
document 2, since only high quality map information is 

15 stored and there is no information to protect from cessation 
of the functions, motivation to combine the techniques 
disclosed in each of documents 1, 2 and 5 is lacking. 

Also, in the first place with claim 10 of this 
application, with respect to the relationship to a 

20 registration operation by the operations manager, time 
until processing to delete information stored in the 
storage section is determined, which is different from the 
technique disclosed in document 5. 

Specifically, compared to document 5 in which an 

25 operating state is maintained, information being stored is 
"prolonged" by inserting an IC card every monitoring time, 
the present invention as disclosed in claim 10 reliably 
deletes information within a specified time from an 
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operations manager registration operation, and if 
responsibility is passed to the next search manager, even 
the operations manager can not reference the information 
once a specified time has elapsed, which gives high 
5 information protection. This is an extremely important 
point in the business to which this application relates, 
and is based on the inherent demands of this business, and 
applying the technique of claim 5 where information is 
"prolonged" would not lead to the disclosure of claim 10 of 

10 this application. 

Also, claim 12 of this application is a system for 
controlling deletion processing of both an operation 
instruction terminal and a center side device, and 
preventing transmission of a deletion instruction signal for 

15 this data from the center side device after deletion 
processing has been invoked by the clock of the operation 
terminal. These points are neither disclosed nor suggested 
in claim 5. 

It is therefore not obvious to combine the content 
20 of the disclosure of document 5 with the disclosure of 
document 1 and document 2, and the invention disclosed in 
claim 10 and claim 12 of this application is not obvious 
from the content disclosed in document 5. 

25 E. Document 6 to document 8 

In the same way, motivation to combine the technology 
of document 6 and document 7 with the technology disclosed 
in document 1 and document 2 is also lacking, and it is not 
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possible to apply to the business realized with the 
technology of this application without modification. 
Accordingly, the opinion that combining claims 11, 13 and 
14, with these documents has no inventive step is 
5 unacceptable. In particular, the concept of protecting 
stored information using various methods, as disclosed in 
claim 14, is not mentioned in any document, and can not be 
conceived or suggested from any of documents 5, 6 or 7. 

Further, in the case of recognizing a missing state 
10 when making an access to a center side device from an 
operation instruction terminal, as disclosed in claim 13, 
taking this as an invalid access and transmitting a 
deletion instruction signal is not obvious from document 6 
and document 7 . 

15 Also, as long as there is no information to be 

protected, there is not even any motivation to combine the 
disclosure of document 8 with the device structures 
disclosed in document 1 and document 2. Therefore, it is 
not possible to agree with the opinion that the invention 

20 disclosed in claims 17, 18 and 20 has no inventive step. 

(4) In accordance with the above descriptions, the 
technology disclosed in each of the documents and the 
invention disclosed in the claims of this application are 
25 basically different, and so the opinion that the invention 
disclosed in claims 1 - 15, 17, 18 and 20 lacks inventive 
step can not be accepted. 

For the sake of argument, even if technological 
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elements of this application were respectively disclosed in 
each document, there is no motivation to combine with each 
document, nor is there any subjective recognition. For 
example, referring to the specification of the application, 
5 there is the disclosure of storing personal information of 
a sought person in a terminal possessed by a search manager, 
which means that it may not be possible to combine an 
information protection technique when storing information 
that is to be prevented from being disclosed in a terminal. 

10 However, there is no mention or suggestion regarding 
subject recognition no matter which document is referred to. 
Therefore, even if these documents are combined, it is not 
possible to envisage the structure of this application. 
Above all, as has been described above, since there is no 

15 disclosure of technological elements . of this application in 
any of the documents, the structure of this application is 
not obvious from any of the documents. 

For the reasons described above, it is requested that the 
20 content of this answer be considered, and we request 
judgment that there are also inventive steps in inventions 
disclosed in claims 1-15, 17, 18, 20. 
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